Gathering Words:
Gathering Words A
Hello & welcome.  We are here to witness the creation of a marriage.  Marriage is the most intimate of all relationships. It is the ultimate commitment to love, share, trust and grow with another person.  It is the beginning of a whole new life.

By entering into this marriage _______ & _______ are stating publicly, the feelings and commitments they have held privately between them.  They are proclaiming their love for, their trust in and their loyalty to the one they cherish above all others.

Marriage has been described as living in love with your best friend.  Love is one of the few constants in the universe.  It is reality, affinity and communication.  Only love is capable of joining living beings by their deepest essence, uniting, completing and fulfilling them. 

Marriage is a symbol of the commitment to create a lifelong partnership based on love.
Gathering Words B
We have been invited here today to witness and celebrate the uniting in marriage of _______ & _______.   They are taking the first step of their new beginning; their new life together.

The ability and desire for one human being to love another is perhaps the most precious and fulfilling gift that has been entrusted to us.  It is an all-consuming task, a lifelong endeavor -- the journey we've been preparing for all of our lives.
Loving someone is a reason to stretch beyond our limits, to become for the sake of the other.  It is to look into the soul of your beloved and accept what you see.
Loving is the ultimate commitment which challenges humans to become all that we are meant to be.
As they join in marriage today, _______ & _______ are announcing to the world that they are welcoming that challenge.


Gathering Words C
Hello and welcome!  May your hearts be glad and your spirits be light.  For everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under Heaven.  Now is the time for a wedding. 

_______ & _______ have asked you all here today to bear witness to the forming of their covenant.  In honor of this event, they will say heartfelt words, perform age-old rituals and validate this event in your presence, their family and friends. They will laugh and cry, dance and sing, and above all else, celebrate their love with the blessings of the people who matter most to them.

To this day _______ & _______ bring the joy in their hearts as a gift to one another.  They bring their shared dreams, which tie them together.  And they bring the seeds for their future, out of which will grow their life together.

You have been invited to share in their joy because of your bonds to the bride and groom and their families.  Again, they welcome you and thank you for coming. 

Gathering Words D
Hello everyone and welcome.  Thank you for joining us on this day of gladness and good fortune. 
_______ & _______ have come together to publicly proclaim their undying love through the celebration of their marriage.
We are all here to learn about loving and being loved, and to watch the miracle of love exchanged enriches every one of us.  Therefore, we appreciate the opportunity to witness the shared love of this beautiful couple.  Their enthusiasm is contagious, their certainty of their destiny together is inspiring and their great expectations give us all a glimpse of the heights love can reach.

Marriage is a very special place.  It's an oasis, a haven, and a sanctuary where we can safely learn about ourselves in the presence of another.  Like the harmony with the melody, marriage weaves two lives together, creating a deeper and richer song. We are honored that _______ and _______ are sharing some of their beautiful music with us on this day.

We ask that the vision they have of one another always reflect the electric attraction that first brought them together.  And we pray that, as they enter into the lifelong bond that is marriage, they may always see one another in the light of all light; the light of love.
Gathering Words E
We have come together, families and friends, to witness _______ and _______ as they exchange their vows of marriage. We share with them their delight in finding love with each other, and support their decision to be together from now until the end of time.

As this couple enters into marriage, they do so with thought and reverence.  They give thanks for the past, which brought them to this place, and look forward with hope to what the future will bring.  

Marriage is like a great umbrella that shelters love from the elements.  Corinthians One says that love is patient and kind.  It is not jealous or boastful, not irritable or resentful, not arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist on its own way.  It does not rejoice in the wrong, but rejoices in the right.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes in all things and endures all things.  Love never ends.  This marriage is a symbol of _______ & _______'s commitment to that love. 
Prayers/Blessings:

Opening Prayer A
Let us pray.  God, we ask for your blessings upon this man and woman (couple), as we celebrate this momentous occasion in their lives.  

Grant them happiness and contentment as they establish their new home, create a new family and explore the depths of their love for one another and for you.  

Bless their families and friends and the relationships, which have supported, strengthened and sustained them throughout their lives.    


Bless their home as a place of love and of peace.
And if times grow hard and tempers grow short, help them to look into their hearts and remember the love that brought them here today. AMEN

Opening Prayer B
God, as you join us today, we ask for your blessings upon this couple as they unite in marriage.


Let all their days together be happy and all their words to each other be sweet.

Though their paths are intertwined, let them be aware of each other's separateness. Bless their home and allow it to be a place of joy and serenity.

Remind them to nurture each other's body with mutual love, honor and respect.  Let their spirits dwell within.

As they learn from one another, may they grow stronger as individuals and closer as a couple.

And as their wedded life begins today with prayer, so may they continue it, praying for and with each other. AMEN


Support from Families:

Support from Families A
The marriage of _______ & _______ brings together two different families; two unique story lines, so a new chapter in their lives can begin to unfold.  

Though this relationship was formed out of the love these two have found in each other, their marriage will ultimately be blessed by the support of their families.


Who stands with this woman to symbolize her family’s support of this union?


Who stands with this man to symbolize his family’s support of this union?


I do----We do---or---His mother and I do

Support from Families & Friends B
The marriage of _______ & _______ is more than just the union of two people in love.  It's also the joining of two families, of two sets of friends and of two patterns of life.

Who stands with this woman in support and blessing of this marriage?

Who stands with this man in support and blessing of this marriage?

"I do" or "His Mother and I do"

As these two people join together in marriage, they ask for the support and love of not only their families, but of their friends as well.  

On this day, they ask that you be more than only friends of _______ or only friends of _______.  They ask that you recognize their special union and welcome them both as your friends in your lives.

Charge To Couple & Consent:
Charge To Couple A
_______ & _______, as you stand here in the presence of God and these witnesses, I remind you, that love, loyalty and trust are the basis of a mature and fulfilling relationship.
Marriage is a serious undertaking; it is intended to bind your lives together forever and is not to be taken lightly.  Your engagement set into motion the interweaving of your lives - and we hope that you will continue to grow closer throughout your years together.

None of us knows what the future will bring.  Yet your love for one another, and trust in the strength of your union makes possible the act of faith you are making today.

As you exchange the vows, which will start you on your journey together, know that our love and support go with you. As you make your promises to each other, we will remember promises we too have made and take this opportunity to make new our own.

Charge To Couple B
This is a new beginning for both of you and I'd like to offer some gentle reminders to ease your life-long task of living and growing together.


Be kind to each other.  And, when you disagree, do it respectfully.  

Be gentle and forgiving with each other.  When you forgive, your hearts make room for a little more love, a little more understanding and a little more compassion.

Communicate with each other.  Share the joy that's in your heart and the sorrow that burdens your soul.  Open your hearts to each other and find the love.

Charge To Couple C
_______ and _______, as you stand here today, I remind you of the serious nature of the relationship you are about to enter.  Marriage is the voluntary and full commitment of two consenting adults to love each other for a lifetime. 

For a marriage to be successful, you must each be loyal to the other, stand firm in your defense of each other and be supportive of one another’s life goals and dreams.  It is a solemn, binding, yet challenging relationship.  


Marriage Intentions:


Intentions A
 Do you _______ take _______ to be your lawfully wedded wife/husband? From this day forward, to have and to hold, for better, for worse, for richer and for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, ‘til death do you part? I DO
Intentions B
_______, do you come here today, in the presence of these witnesses, with love in your heart and with a conscious desire to be united in marriage with 
_______?  Do you promise to share the responsibility for growth and enrichment of your lives together and to give to _______ all the loving support she needs to become the person she is destined to be? I DO
Intentions C
_______, do you here in the presence of family and friends, declare your love for and commitment to _______, choosing her as your life partner and soul mate?  Do you freely offer yourself to her and willingly accept the gift of self she offers to you?  I DO
Marriage Vows:
Vows A
_______, I take you to be my wife/husband;

To share with you the laughter;

To kiss away the tears;

And to give you all the love in my heart,

As long as we both shall live.

Vows B
I _______, take you _______ to be my wife/husband:

To love you when you drive me crazy.

To respect you when we disagree.

To support you if bad times come our way.

And to always remember how grateful I am 

To have you by my side.
Vows C

_______, I take you to be my wife/husband:


To love you with all my heart;


To share with you all my soul;


To grow with you through all my days;


As long as we both shall live.


Vows D

From this day onward, I choose you _______ to be my wife/husband.


To live together and laugh together;


To work by your side and dream in your arms;


To fill your heart and feed your soul;


To always seek out the best in you;

To play with you whenever I can, as we grow old;

Always loving you with all my heart, until the end of our forever.


Vows E

I choose you _______ to be my wife/husband. (companion)


I have emptied my heart of all others.


It is only filled with you.


You’re my best friend and my only love


And I’ll cherish you for the rest of my life.


Vows F
(Inspired by Dr. Seuss’s Green Eggs and Ham)

Groom: I will love you on the sea

I will love you in a tree

I will love you here and there
I will love you anywhere.
Bride: I will love you everyday

I will love you come what may

I will love you more than pie

I will love you 'til I die
Groom: On the sea, in a tree.

Bride: Every day, come what may.

Together: I will love you here and there. I will love you anywhere.


Guest Participation of Vows:
And now, _______ & _______ have a wedding gift to give all of you gathered here today.  As they speak their vows to one another, they’d like to give you the chance to experience the same affirmation of love.  Because love is alive, it blossoms when shared with others.

They ask you to think of anyone to whom you’d like to say, “I love you.”  Whether a spouse, sibling, child, parent or friend. Close your eyes and see the place within. Create a picture of that person in your minds’ eye and speak to that picture.  Grasp that person’s hand as _______ & _______ each grasp theirs and silently repeat after me:

(Bride & Groom repeat out loud to each other simultaneously)


I love you and respect you.


I appreciate the gift of your love.


Knowing you has enriched my life beyond measure.


You make my life complete.


Now say good-bye to that person and wish them well, while we celebrate with 

_______ &_______ and bless their good fortune. 

Promise of a Lifetime:

Promises A
_______ & _______, by coming here today, you have reached a crossroads in your lives.  You’re turning away from your yesterdays and looking ahead to your tomorrows. Your past is a distant memory.  Your future a waiting adventure.  It is a new dawn, a new commitment, a new life.  The bonds you are forging today will change your lives forever.
Do you, _______, promise to take _______ to be your (wife/husband)?  To play with (her/him) and care for (her/him); to make (her/him) laugh, and let (her/him) cry?  To offer your best counsel and give your sincerest support with all the love you have to give? I DO
Is it your choice that _______ be the one with whom you wish to spend your life? IT IS


Promises B
Do you _______ promise to love _______ and respect (him/her), to share your life and your dreams, to build with (him/her) a home that is a place of love, happiness, commitment and growth? I DO
Do you promise to be a companion to (her/him) in all of (her/him) successes and failures, (her/his) happiness and sadness, to always give to (her/him) your unwavering support and above all else, the freedom to be _______ (name)? 

I DO

Promises C
_______, do you take _______ to be the wife of your days, the companion of your heart and the friend of your life?  To stand united in the face of adversity and bask together in the light of good fortune? With these words spoken, and all those as yet unspoken, do you wish to marry _______ and join your life with hers? I DO
_______, do you take _______ to be the husband of your days, the companion of your heart and the friend of your life? To stand united in the face of adversity and bask together in the light of good fortune?  With these words spoken, and all those as yet unspoken, do you wish to marry _______ and join your life with his? I DO


Promises D
Do you _______ promise to love _______ freely – without restrictions; honestly – 
without deceit; now – without hesitation? I DO

Do you promise to accept (her/him) just as (she/he) is, sharing with (her/him) and 
supporting (her/him) through the experiences of your lives, be they easy or difficult, 
happy or sad, challenging or mundane, till death do you part? I DO

Family Promises

Because of the vows they have taken today, _______ & _______ have created a whole new family.  To make their commitment to that new family complete, they wish to include their children: _______ and recognize them as an integral part of this marriage. (giving them each a medallion to symbolize their new family unity.)

Do you _______ take (children of spouse) to be the (son/daughter) children of your heart, to love and to hug, to talk to and to learn from, through successes and growing pains, as long as you all shall live? I DO
Do you (children) take _______ to be your step- (mom/dad) and your friend, accomplice and ally, to love and to hug (cherish), as long as you all shall live?

I DO / WE DO
(Do you, Bride’s children & Groom’s children, each take the other(s) to be your (sister/brother) and your friend(s), through fights and through fun, as long as you all shall live?) WE DO
Do you, (Parent), promise to support these relationships, to give them room to breathe, to encourage their special bonds with each other and love them through it all? I DO

Affirmation of the Community:
The union of _______ & _______ has joined us together because we are each reflected in it. A new family has been created in our community, and we have come here today to welcome them and celebrate their new relationship.

Do you, who are the family and friends of this couple, affirm your continuing support of and love for _______ & _______ as they stand poised on the threshold of their new life together? WE DO


Ring Exchange:
Rings A
The ring is an ancient symbol, so perfect and simple.  It has no beginning and has no end.  It is round like the sun, like the moon, like the eye, like arms that embrace.  It is a circle; for love that is given comes back round again.  

Your rings are precious because you wear them with love.  They symbolize your commitment in marriage. They remind you of who you are, where you’ve been, and where 
you’re going.  As you wear them through time, they will reflect not only who you 
are as individuals, but also who you are as a couple. 



As you place the ring on _______’s finger, please repeat after me:



You are the love of my life 



And you are my very best friend

May these rings remind you that your love, like the sun, warms all that it touches, like the moon, brightens up the night, like the eye, is a gateway to your innermost soul. And your love, like the arms that embrace you, makes everything right with the world.



Rings B
These rings are made of precious metals; purified by the heat of many fires.  They are a symbol of the wealth that resides inside each of you and the purity of your love for one another.  



As you place the ring on (her/his) finger, please repeat after me:

I give you this ring to wear

As a symbol of my abiding love,

My eternal faith, and my undying devotion.
It is an outward reminder of our inner unity.       

Rings C
Though we have heard the vows, which have been shared by _______ & _______, words, once spoken, are carried away on the wind.  Therefore, the wedding ring is a visible symbol of the promises that have been made.

As you place the ring on (his/her) finger, please repeat after me:

With this ring, I marry you and bind my life to yours.

It is a symbol of my eternal love, 

My everlasting friendship, 

And the promise of all my tomorrows.

May these wedding rings be a reminder to _______ & _______ of the commitment they have made today and be a testimony to all the world of their devotion in marriage.

Rings D
The circle has frequently been used to symbolize eternity. 

The ring, like the circle, is a reminder of the perfection and endurance of _______ and _______’s commitment to and love for one another.

As you place the ring on (her/his) finger, please repeat after me:

This ring I give you

Is a symbol of my love.

I pledge to share with you my heart, 

My home, and all (most?) of my worldly goods.

Rings E
These rings represent the vows and promises you’ve willingly exchanged.  They reflect the commitment those words inspire and all your hopes and dreams for the future.  

With this ring, I marry you:  

With my loving heart.  

With my willing body.  



And with my eternal soul.

May the vows and promises you have made today be as ever-present in your hearts as these rings are on your fingers.


Rings E 

Marriage is a state in which two people come together and create a union that is greater than the sum of its parts. It is difficult to express in words the profound relationship that is love. 
Since the beginning of time, the ring has been an emblem of the sincerity and permanence of a couple's love for one another and regard for their marriage.
As the circle can begin anew at any point, so a good marriage can pick any point to renew itself. These rings are symbols of your eternal love.


As you place the ring on (her/his) finger, please repeat after me:

I give you this ring as a reminder that I will love, honor, and cherish you,

In all times, 
In all places,

And in all ways, forever.
Blessing & Benedictions:


Blessing A
May your lives be filled with wisdom, blessed with good health, and abundant with miracles.  

May you eternally have your amusement, remembering how to play, and may you always see the connection that brought you both together. 



Blessing B
_______ & _______, we are here today to celebrate with you, as you declare your love for and commitment to each other.  We are also here to offer you the gift of our blessings. 

We wish for you love – a love that brings out the best in you, as you bring out the best in each other.  One that gives you something to lean on when you need it most.  And one that allows you to see each other as you really are, reminding you why you’re together.

We wish for you a home – more just a place to live, but a haven from the pressures of the world outside your door.  A place to let down your guard, unburden yourself and know that there’s someone always on your side.

Finally, we wish for you joy – a joy that makes you laugh out loud.  A joy that lights your eyes and fills your soul.  And a joy that shouts to the world of your happiness with one another.  

All this and more we wish for you today, and every day throughout the years of your marriage.

Blessing C
May you be blessed and sustained as you venture through the uncharted and challenging times that every relationship experiences.  

May you find within yourselves all that you need to nurture your marriage.  

May you continue to grow closer together with a love that grows deeper and richer with each passing day.

Benediction A
Remember that your love is the basis for this marriage; desire nothing else, fear nothing else and allow your love to blossom into what love was meant to be.

Allow for spaces in your time together, giving each other room to grow.  Love one another; allow that love to be a source of strength, which feeds your soul. 

None of us knows what the future will bring . . . the important thing is to live today to the fullest and face tomorrow with the certainty that you can accept and handle what it brings.

Benediction B
May your love be one based on freedom.  For though our hands may touch, it’s our hearts that hold.

When you hold love within your heart, you radiate a light, which shall brighten all the days of your life and beyond.

Everything we truly love, becomes a part of us forever.  So take your time with each other.  Let your love’s seed grow and mature with the seasons, to provide you with warmth, serenity, joy and acceptance throughout all the years of your marriage.
Love is not a wall; it is a bridge.  Love does not confine; it sets you free.  It leads, as a pathway, winding, to places unknown and mysterious.  With love to light the way, you can meet any challenge, together.



Benediction C
Go into the world and fulfill your dreams.  Love, support, and help one another as you grow.  Seek out opportunities to be good to each other.

May the seeds of your love, now planted in marriage, continue to grow.  May your life together be as a pebble dropped in a pond; an example of love and unity spread outward to your family, your friends and to the wider circle of the world.


Benediction D
_______ & _______, you came here today, in the presence of family and friends, to express your love for, and commitment to each other.  Your lives are forever changed.

Now, you can face your fears, for you each will be strength to the other.


Now, you can brave the wind, for you each will be shelter to the other.


Now, you can reap the rewards, for you each will be partner to the other.

Now though you are two bodies, there is one life before you.

And there, in that life, may you always find love.

Benediction E
May you be blessed by God.  May you be touched by angels.   

May your hearts stay full, your spirits stay connected, and may you love long and happily in one another’s arms.


Benediction F
Today, you are embarking on a new journey.  This is a journey no two have traveled before; it is unique to you.  
It is up to you to make the most of your life together.  Dream big dreams, love like there’s no tomorrow and become the best people you know how to be.

Pronouncement:

Marriage Pronouncement A
_______ & _______, you have each chosen to be joined in marriage today. The Bible states that "two are better than one; they receive a good reward for their toil, because, if one fails, the other can help the companion up again."  

In my presence and in the presence of your family and friends, you have exchanged vows and made promises.  You have opened your hearts to one another, declared your love and friendship, and have united yourself with the exchanging of rings.

Therefore, with the blessings of the Supreme Being (God), it is my pleasure to now pronounce you husband and wife (married).


Marriage Pronouncement B
_______ & _______, through their words today, have joined together in holy wedlock.  

Because they have exchanged their vows before God and these witnesses, have pledged their commitment each to the other, and have declared the same by joining hands and by exchanging rings, I now pronounce (in Jesus' name) that they are husband and wife (together, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit). 

Those whom God hath joined together, let no one put asunder.


Marriage Pronouncement C
_______ & _______, you have heard the words about love and marriage, have exchanged your vows and made your promises, and celebrated your union with the giving and receiving of rings. 


It is at this time that I now pronounce you husband and wife (married).


Presentation of Couple A 
And now, to all the friends and family who have come to celebrate this marriage, I would like to present, for the first time anywhere...


Presentation of Couple B 
And now, to all the friends and family who have come to celebrate this union, I take great pleasure in presenting, for the first time anywhere, the united couple...

-Mr. & Mrs. Smith (most traditional)

-Mr. & Mrs. Kyrie Irving (same last name, also traditional)



-Mr. & Mrs. Jack & Meg White (both B&G first names present)

-Peter & Lois Griffin (no Mr. & Mrs., but still the last name is used) 

-newlyweds, Gary & Denise (no Mr. & Mrs. and no last name as well)

-Mr. & Mrs. Tom Brady & Gisele Bundchen (both B&G retains last names)

-Mr. & Mrs. Homer & Marge Simpson & their children Bart, Lisa & Maggie  
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